
CURB APPEAL PROJECT 

INTRODUCTION 

As the speed of redevelopment picks up in our city, the 
growers that Keep Growing Detroit (KGD) serves will  be 
under increasing pressure to provide some lasting curb 
appeal to their gardens and farms.

Great news! Over the summer, KGD collaborated with 
several talented landscape architects and ecosystem 
experts to create easy to install and manage ornamental 
gardens featuring perennial flowers that will  be sure to 
wow neighbors while providing environmental 
benefits like attracting pollinators and beneficial insects, 
creating habitat for migratory birds and managing 
stormwater runoff. 

These Beautiful Border designs are versatile. At 25  feet 
long by 7  feet wide they're designed to fit perfectly along 
the sidewalk or alley of a standard city lot. They would 
also look great along a garden pathway or the property 
line of an adjacent house. Working with more space than 
a single lot? No problem. Just repeat the design until the 
desired length is achieved! 

Each design includes a detailed plant list and planting 
plans. If you have any trouble locating plants or materials, 
don't worry. Keep Growing Detroit is here to help! Also, 
for those on a tight budget, the cost for implementation 
ranges from under $500  to $1 ,000  - even less if donated 
or divided perennials are utilized. 

BEAUTIFUL BORDERS

This project would not have been possible without the 
landscape architects that will  be introduced on the next 
page. They generously donated their time to attend 
meetings and create designs. Every step along the 
way the designers received ideas and feedback from 
Cyndi Ross from the Friends of the Rouge, a native plant 
and water management expert and Rebecca Tonietto 
from the Smith Fellowship in Conservation Biology, a 
bee and pollination expert.   

IT'S PLANTING TIME!  

In the coming year Keep Growing Detroit will  be helping 
to facilitate the installation of dozens of Beautiful 
Borders in Garden Resource Program member gardens 
and farms across Detroit. If you're interested in 
partnering with us to host or volunteer at a planting 
check out the back page of this document. You'll  find 
our contact information there along with resources for 
planting and maintenance tips and details for 
related upcoming events!



MEET THE DESIGNERS 

Jeff is a landscape 
architect with over 20 years of 
experience in landscape design and 
construction.  Jeff also founded Detroit Farm and 
Garden, a retail store located in Mexican Town in Detroit 
and supplies landscape, farm, garden and feed supplies 
to area residents, contractors, urban farmers and non- 
profit organizations. Jeff has been living and working in
Detroit’s communities for over 20 years and views the 
landscape as a powerful tool of change that can 
promote social and environmental cohesion while 
transforming and healing land, people, and communities. 
  

JEFF KLEIN

Ujijji is a talented Landscape 
Designer and has worked at 
SmithGroupJJR since 2015. She 
currently works on urban design projects based in 
Detroit, specializing in master planning, community 
engagement and strategic implementation. Before her 
work with SmithGroupJJR, she worked at the Central 
Park Conservancy in NYC, gaining tremendous 
experience in garden design, playground design and 
overall park management. She is excited to contribute to 
Keep Growing Detroit with the Curb Appeal Project. 

UJIJJI DAVIS

Omar currently works as a 
Landscape Designer in the City 
of Detroit's Planning and Development 
Department focusing on projects in the city's East 
Region. Omar hails from the great city of Cleveland, 
Ohio. He studied Earth Sciences at Wesleyan 
University and worked in New York City for 4 years 
before heading up to Boston to study landscape 
architecture at Harvard University’s Graduate School 
of Design.  

OMAR DAVIS

Sarah has called Detroit home 
for nearly 10 years, and much of 
that time she has been fortunate 
to work hand-in-hand with creative and resilient 
Detroiters to design and create public greenspaces 
that build connections to nature, reduce blight, grow 
fresh food, and bring community members together. 
She is a co-founder of Keep Growing Detroit and is 
currently a Designer and Project Manager at the 
Detroit Collaborative Design Center. She studied 
Economics and Environmental Studies at the 
University of Michigan, and Landscape Architecture at 
the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis. 
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DESIGN BY OMAR DAVIS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

BASED IN THE CITY OF DETROIT 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY WORKDAY on Saturday, October 14th at 

Fields of Plenty, 847 Clairmount from 10am to noon. 

We'll be installing the first curb appeal planting site. It's 

going to be a Texture Party!

GRP PERENNIAL SWAP & DISTRIBUTION on Tuesday, 

October 24th at the Plum Street Market Garden, 2202 

Third Street (across from the MGM Grand parking 

garage) from 5pm to 7pm. Learn how perennial plants 

can add beauty and resiliency in the garden while taking a 

load off of your gardening to do list! Bring divided 

perennials to swap in well labeled plastic bags. If you 

don't have perennials to swap, no problem! There will be 

plenty of donated perennials for active Garden Resource 

Program members to take home!  

MORE PLANTING DATES COMING SOON! 

HELPFUL LINKS & RESOURCES 

KEEP GROWING DETROIT 

http://detroitagriculture.net/resources/ 


